



 

Parents need to consider taking advantage of public library summer reading 
programs as research indicates these programs can enhance student achievement. 
Below are two web sites which highlight research on summer reading and its effects 
on student achievement. 

New York State Library Summer Reading Program 
(http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm)

This is a compendium of research and resources which show the effectiveness of 

summer reading programs in assisting with student achievement and the public 

library’s role.


Let’s Read. Let’s Move. Strong Minds 
(http://www.serve.gov/strongminds.asp) 
U.S. Department of Education sponsored this program designed to encourage stu-
dents read during the summer months and to help prevent fall-off in reading skills 
during vacation months. 

Make Summer Reading Fun! 
Summer reading is different from reading during the school year. It should be less 
structured and much more informal. Summer reading should emphasize: 
n student interest to keep students motivated to read 
n wide-reading to help students learn the meanings of new words 

Scheduling time for reading on a daily basis throughout the summer helps support 
your child’s reading development. Make reading a priority this summer for yourself 
and your students. 

 
 

  

What Every Parent of 

An Elementary Child 


Needs to Know

Did you know that your child may be a victim of summer reading loss? Students can 
lose up to three months’ worth of reading progress over one summer. And, if you take 
into consideration all summers combined, students could possibly lose 1.5 years’ worth 
of reading progress. Summer reading loss can be defeated through time spent read-
ing with your child, providing a variety of reading material, using various Internet 
resources, and encouraging your child to just read for fun and the pleasure of learning! 
You can protect your child against summer reading loss by: 
n Reading to your child daily 
n Reading a lot of different materials 
n Discussing what you’ve read together 
n Asking your child questions about what was read 
n Encouraging your child to write or draw in response to what they’ve read 

Every Question Counts! 
Part of continual literacy progress is learning how to think as you read. Asking ques-
tions supports learning how to think. Examples of some questions you might ask 
your child before, during, or after they read might be: 
n What was it all about? 
n What do you think will happen next? 
n Does this make you wonder about anything? 
n What was your favorite part of the story? 
n What did you learn? 
n How did the characters change over time? 
n What was the problem in the story? 
n What was the solution? 

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm
http://www.serve.gov/strongminds.asp


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Every Word Counts! 
Part of continual reading progress is learning new words. You can help your stu-
dents learn new words by: 
n Stopping every once in a while and taking a few moments to talk about the 

meaning of a word. 
n For example, you and your child read the word “avoid” in a story, and you 

comment, “This is an important word. You will see this often, so it’s important to 
know what it means. I means to stay away from something. For 
example, Goldilocks will avoid the three bears’ house from now 
on.” 
nAfterwards, frequently using the word you read and talked about 

helps your child to remember a new word. It might sound like 
this: “Suzie, avoid leaving the front door open.” And then, again, 
later: “Suzie, what are some ways that you can avoid making your 
little brother angry?” 

“Students say that the number one reason why they do not read more 
is because they cannot find books they like to read” (Kids and Family 
Reading Report, June 2006, Scholastic/Yankelovich) 

There are an array of reading materials and activities that can assist 
parents with keeping your children motivated to read during the 
summer and prevent reading loss from occurring. 

Here is a list of resources that can help: 
Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) Resources: 

n “Find a Book, Florida” (http://florida.lexile.com) is a free online book search 
utility that helps users build custom reading lists based on their reading ability 
level and interests or school assignments. By providing this utility, students and 
their families will have greater access to more ability-appropriate/targeted reading 
options yearround. 

Summer Recommended Reading List: http://www.justreadfamilies.org/ provides 
lists of books by grade bands that students are sure to enjoy over the summer. 
n Sample recommended reading list by district, including county library links by 

district for more information about summer activities offered in the area: 
http://www.justreadfamilies.org/reading/ 
n Reading Tips for Parents: http://www.justreadfamilies.org/gettingstarted/ 
nK-5 Summer Activities Calendar- (a month’s worth of daily activities for your 

n

“Students say 
that the number 
one reason why 
they do not read 
more is because 
they cannot find 
books they like 

to read” 

child to do this summer, Summer Reading Activities Kit (cre-
ative ideas for fun summer reading parents and children can do 
together while on vacation, at home, or on the road), and other 
links for parents: http://www.justreadfamilies.org/greatideas/ 
nKid-friendly websites for ages 2 and up that develop reading 

skills through word games, story times: http://www.justreadfami-
lies.org/kids/ 

Other Resources: 

n Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/ 
summer offers a wealth of reading strategies, lessons, and activi-
ties designed to help young children learn how to read and read 
better. The reading resources assist parents, teachers, and other 
educators in helping students build fluency, vocabulary, and com-
prehension skills. 
n Reading is Fundamental sets out to motivate young children to 

read by working with them, their parents, and community members to make 
reading a fun and beneficial part of everyday life. Reading is Fundamental’s (RIF) 
highest priority is reaching children from birth to age eight: http://www.rif.org/ 
assets/Documents/parentsSummer.pdf 
n SummerReads offers free texts aimed at “getting students ready” for a particular 

grade level in the fall—third, fourth and fifth: 
http://www.textproject.org/products/summerreads/ 
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